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Text of Press Release #19-01 (19015) of the 2019 Korchak for DA campaign: 
 

Chief Ass’t District Attorney Michael A. Korchak 
Announces He’s Running for DA 
 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

Broome County’s Chief Assistant District Attorney Michael A. Korchak today formally 

announced his candidacy to succeed Stephen Cornwell as Broome County District Attorney, 

setting up a curious and much-anticipated GOP primary in this year’s race for DA.   

Mr. Cornwell announced on January 4th that he would not run for a second term in this year’s 

general election.  (The election for Broome County DA takes place every four years, in the year 

preceding each U. S. presidential election year.)   Mr. Cornwell’s successor will be chosen by 

Broome County voters in the General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 5th. 

“For the last three years, from 2016 to the present,” Mr. Korchak said in a prepared 

statement, “I’ve served the people of Broome County as Chief Assistant DA.  As Chief 

Assistant, I’ve been second-in-command during a period of rapid change in the DA’s office, 

following the 28-year tenure of District Attorney Gerald Mollen.”   

Asked why he believes he’s the better candidate than Paul Battisti, his opponent in the DA’s 

race, Korchak cited his extensive experience as a felony trial attorney, going back more than 

25 years.  He tried his first felony case in 1992, as an Assistant DA in the office of the Bronx 

County District Attorney. 

“There were some nights when it felt like we were working in a hospital ER – high-volume, 

fast turnover, everything having to be done now,” Korchak said.  “It was during the explosive 

crack epidemic in New York City.  There was a lot of drug-related crime – homicides, gang 

violence, domestic assaults.  I was one of 50 Bronx prosecutors hired to deal with the 

overwhelming number of arrests, arraignments, grand jury presentations, and trials.  The DA 

required that a prosecutor be present among the first responders at every homicide scene.  I 
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remember once having to do this three times in one night!  I was fresh out of law school, and 

it was baptism-by-fire.  I look back now and realize how crucial those years were in my 

development as a successful prosecutor.” 

After seven years in the Bronx DA’s office, Korchak needed a break.  “I was married now,” he 

said.  (Mike Korchak married Nadine Kundrat of Johnson City, whom he’d met at a Slovak 

church dance in New York.)  “We had our first child in 1993.  For four years, Nadine, Maria, 

Michael Jr. (born in 1995) and I lived in a one-bedroom Manhattan apartment.”  (Anna, their 

third child, was born in 2000 in Johnson City.) 

He needed a better-paying job to support his soon-to-get-bigger family, so Korchak stepped 

away from public service to work at a prestigious Manhattan law firm.  But it took less than a 

year for the Korchaks to realize life in the big city wasn’t ideal for their young family.  “Nadine 

and I had always thought how great it would be to raise our kids near her parents’ home in 

Broome County.”  So he turned his back on a lucrative career as a private Manhattan attorney, 

applied for an opening at the Broome County District Attorney’s office, and was hired as a 

Senior Assistant DA in 1996.   

“I’ll always be grateful to Jerry Mollen for hiring me.  It was an opportunity to return to my 

passion – my work as a felony trial prosecutor.”  Eleven years later, Korchak and Mollen 

would face off in the 2007 DA’s election – two respected felony trial prosecutors and public 

servants who for 11 years had together served the people of Broome County in the DA’s office.   

“Jerry beat me, fair and square.  I’ve always respected Jerry and still appreciate his faith in 

hiring me as a Senior Assistant DA.”   

Losing to Mollen in 2007 held a silver lining for the 45-year-old Korchak.  “I look back now 

and see that Jerry had actually handed me a second opportunity,” Korchak said.  “That defeat 

launched my 8-year career in private defense practice, and it opened up a whole new 

perspective on my responsibilities as a felony trial attorney.”   

Now tasked with providing a vigorous defense for the accused, Korchak took up his new role 

with the same passion he’d brought to his role as a prosecutor.  “I gained a deeper awareness 

of the rights of the accused, and it has served me well since I returned to my work as a 

prosecutor in 2016.  It’s a real balance in perspective – the responsibility we share, whether 

defense attorneys or prosecutors – to protect the rights of both victims and the accused.  I 

know this will make me a wiser and better DA than I could ever have been, had I won the DA’s 

race in 2007.” 

Since returning to the DA’s office three years ago, Korchak says he has “worked closely with 

an excellent team of fellow prosecutors and dedicated local police officers.”  In a personal 

letter dated January 14th and mailed to the 150 members of the Broome County Republican 

Committee (see attached), Korchak says that during his latest tenure in the DA’s office, “the 

crime rate has fallen significantly, overdose deaths have decreased by more than 50%, and the 

conviction rate for prosecutions after trial has risen steadily.” 
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“I believe in the value of hard work in service to a cause greater than oneself,” Korchak says in 

his letter to fellow Republicans.  “I have dedicated my career to public service as a prosecutor, 

as a municipal judge in Town of Union court, and as a defense attorney representing indigent 

clients.  I worked my way up from Assistant DA, to Senior Assistant DA, to Chief Assistant 

DA.  I have taken to trial some of Broome County’s most serious felony criminal cases.”   

Korchak vows a vigorous fight for the top law enforcement job in Broome County, and he 

appeals to voters’ common sense in choosing which candidate to support.  “As a prosecutor or 

private defense attorney, I have brought more than 100 felony trials to verdict.  This is no 

position for on-the-job training.  DAs across America serve in one of the most important 

electoral offices in local government, prosecuting life-and-death cases that affect the life and 

liberty of victims and defendants alike.  It is a solemn responsibility.  It calls for an individual 

with wisdom and judgment gained through years of felony trial experience, and I believe I’ve 

proven myself worthy of that responsibility.”   

Korchak concludes his letter with an earnest appeal to the Committee membership.  “As the 

only candidate for Broome County DA who has served Broome County for over two decades 

as a career prosecutor, I humbly ask for your support, for your vote in the upcoming GOP 

primary, and for your help in gathering signatures on my nominating petition.  You deserve 

an experienced prosecutor as DA, someone who has proven he can serve with integrity, 

professionalism, and respect.  I give you my solemn pledge that if elected, I will do my level 

best to make you proud of my tenure as your DA.” 

Arranging to conduct his first activity as a candidate away from the DA’s office (as required by 

law), Korchak met today with reporters at the law firm of Mucci and Grace in downtown 

Binghamton.  A full campaign kickoff is planned in the near future. 

 

### 
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Text of Mr. Korchak’s Jan. 14th letter to the Broome County GOP Committee: 

 

Mike Korchak  
1110 Emerald Lane, Endwell NY 13760 

January 14, 2019 
      
Dear GOP Committee Member, 
 
Today I am writing to you and other members of the Broome County GOP Committee to 
inform you of my decision to run for the office of Broome County District Attorney.   
 
As you know, Broome County’s current DA, Steve Cornwell, announced on January 4th that he 
would not seek reelection this year after serving a single term in office.  For the last three 
years (2016 to the present) I’ve served the people of Broome County as Chief Assistant DA 
during Steve Cornwell’s tenure.   
 
I began my career as a felony trial attorney in the Bronx County DA’s office, where I served for 
seven years (1989—1995) as an Assistant DA after earning my law degree at Pace University 
Law School in White Plains, NY.  After a year of private practice in New York City, I served the 
people of Broome County for eleven years (1996-2007) as Senior Assistant DA during the 
tenure of former District Attorney Gerald Mollen.   
 
I spent eight years (2007—2015) in private practice as a felony trial attorney, representing 
defendants in Broome County Court, appearing regularly before Broome County’s two 
criminal court judges, the Hon. Martin E. Smith and the Hon. Joseph F. Cawley.  During this 
period I also had the honor of serving for one term as an elected judge in Town of Union 
municipal court, where I gained valuable experience arraigning misdemeanor and felony 
defendants and conducting misdemeanor trials.  
 
During more than twenty years of felony trial practice in Broome County, I’ve had the unique 
privilege of serving as both a prosecutor and defense attorney.  These complementary 
responsibilities have given me a priceless and balanced perspective on the American 
criminal justice system.  I am deeply grateful to have spent virtually my entire professional 
career in service to our criminal justice system and the people of Broome County. 
 
Since rejoining the DA’s office three years ago, I’ve worked closely with an excellent team of 
fellow prosecutors and dedicated local police officers.  During this period, the crime rate has 
fallen significantly, overdose deaths have decreased by more than 50%, and the conviction 
rate for prosecutions after trial has risen steadily.  Entering my 21st year as a prosecutor, I 
intend to keep Broome County moving in the right direction as your District Attorney.  
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I believe in the value of hard work in service to a cause greater than oneself.  I have 
dedicated my career to public service as a prosecutor, as a municipal judge in Town of Union 
court, and as a defense attorney representing indigent clients.  I worked my way up from 
Assistant DA, to Senior Assistant DA, to Chief Assistant DA.   
 
I have taken to trial some of Broome County’s most serious felony criminal cases.  When 
Dwight Burton murdered two innocent children in an arson fire on Floral Ave in Johnson City, 
I was called upon by the DA to take the case to trial.  A guilty verdict was secured and a 
sentence of Life Without Parole was handed down.   This is just one of 14 murder cases 
among the more than 100 felony trials I have taken to verdict as a prosecutor or private 
defense attorney.   
  
The individual we elect as our next District Attorney will become Broome County’s top law 
enforcement official.  This is no position for on-the-job training.  DAs across America serve in 
one of the most important electoral offices in local government, prosecuting life-and-death 
cases that affect the life and liberty of victims and defendants alike.  It is a solemn 
responsibility.  It calls for an individual with wisdom and judgment gained through years of 
felony trial experience, and I believe I’ve proven myself worthy of that responsibility.   
 
As the only candidate for Broome County DA who has served Broome County for over two 
decades as a career prosecutor, I humbly ask for your support, for your vote in the 
upcoming GOP primary, and for your help in gathering signatures on my nominating 
petition.  You deserve an experienced prosecutor as DA, someone who has proven he can 
serve with integrity, professionalism, and respect.  I give you my solemn pledge that if 
elected, I will do my level best to make you proud of my tenure as your DA. 
 
I’m happy to make myself available to answer any questions you may have.  Please feel free 
to call me on my cell phone at the number below.  If you call during business hours (when I 
may be busy with my duties in the DA’s office or County Court) your call may be forwarded to 
voicemail.  Please leave a message and your phone number.  I’ll call you back after work.   
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
[MK signature] 
 
Mike Korchak 
607-341-0944 
 


