
Hon. Martin E. Smith (Retired)

January 14, 2019
<<First>> <<Last>>
<<DELADDR>>
<<CITY>> <<ST>> <<ZIPCODE>>

Dear <<First>>,

 As you know, Broome County District Attorney Stephen Cornwell announced earlier this month 
that he will not run for re-election in November.  I am writing you today to voice my deep concern that 
we elect in his stead the most qualified candidate possible.

The District Attorney is Broome County’s chief law enforcement official.  As such, the DA is the 
person who counsels our police agencies on New York State’s ever-changing criminal law; the DA guides 
law enforcement officers in building strong cases for prosecution; and the DA is the individual we task 
with both prosecuting and overseeing the prosecution of individuals arrested and charged with felony 
crimes – the crimes that pose the greatest danger to Broome County’s law-abiding citizens.  

I’ve spent my entire career working primarily in the criminal justice system.  As one of Broome 
County’s two elected County Court judges (serving from 1991 through 2015) I became painfully aware of 
the dramatic increase in violent crime in our communities, fueled in large part by the presence of drug 
dealers and street gangs.  The crucial responsibility of the District Attorney to keep Broome County safe 
in the years ahead must not be entrusted to anyone but a superbly qualified prosecutor.  

There is but one individual running for District Attorney who meets that standard of prosecutorial 
excellence: Broome County’s Chief Assistant DA Michael Korchak.

You would be hard pressed to find an attorney in all of Broome County that has more criminal 
trial experience than Mike.  I ought to know.  I personally watched Mike develop and sharpen his felony 
trial skills in my courtroom for nearly two decades – both as a dedicated prosecutor for more than 11 of 
those years and as a respected defense attorney for 8 years.  In fact, Mike Korchak has served as either 
the prosecutor or defense attorney on some of the most difficult felony trial cases to come before the 
Broome County criminal court bench.

Mike Korchak has, with humility and a steady hand, served the people of Broome County  
with honor and distinction – at the highest level of felony trial practice – for more than two decades.   
We are fortunate to have such a superb choice in this year’s upcoming GOP primary and general election.  
Mike Korchak has earned our vote for DA.  I for one look forward to carrying his GOP nominating 
petition and gathering as many signatures for Mike as I can.  I hope you’ll join me and show your  
support for this remarkable public servant.

 This campaign should not be a popularity contest.  It must be rather the considered selection of 
the most qualified person for the job.  If you have any questions or if you would like to discuss the GOP 
primary for DA, please feel free to contact me.  My cell phone number is 607-427-2555.

        Sincerely,


