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Left to right; GOP candidate Paul Battisti, DEM candidate
Debra Gelson, Libertarian candidate Paul Korchak. Photo by
Charles Compton/WSKG News

 

BINGHAMTON, NY (WSKG) – Candidates for Broome
County District Attorney participated in a debate at SUNY
Broome Community College on Wednesday.

Republican Paul Battisti, Democrat Debra Gelson and
Libertarian Mike Korchak discussed multiple issues during
the 90-minute forum.

Among the issues discussed was relations between police
officers and citizens. Battisti said a lot of problems can be
resolved through the use of body cam footage, but
currently, it’s not easily available to prosecutors within the
district attorney’s office.
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“Because they’re not making the request within a timely
fashion,” he claimed. “This is a perfect example of the
fractured relationship between law enforcement and the
district attorney’s office.”

Several law enforcement groups have endorsed Battisti
rather than Korchak, who’s current Chief Assistant D.A. 
Korchak ran as a Republican until he lost the GOP primary
in June to Battisti. That race was decided by absentee
ballots.

Korchak said the issue with police body cameras is more
with a state statute that doesn’t require timely release of
images. That statute is changing next year.

Gelson also complained about the lack of access to body
cam footage.

Meanwhile, one issue raised was a supervised injection site
for opioid addicts. This would be a space for people to
inject, under the supervision of medical professionals who
could prevent a fatal overdose.

Supporters say it would help lower overdose deaths.
Though the number fatal overdoses has decreased, Broome
County has been hit especially hard over the last several
years.

Opponents, like Battisti and Korchak, said having a place
where people can do an illegal activity is a bad idea.
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An estimate 300 people gathered in SUNY Broome’s Angelo
Zuccolo Little Theatre and a nearby cafeteria for the event.
Photo by Charles Compton/WSKG News

But Gelson isn’t so sure. She said this is a complicated
issue. “I’m on the fence, I’ll admit it,” she said. “It’s a tough
situation. I don’t want any more deaths, but I also will be
taking an oath to enforce the law as it is written.”

A supervised injection sites has been proposed in Ithaca,
and endorsed by a federal court.

Gelson and Korchack both took time to tout their
courtroom experience.

For example, Korchak said his experience with sexual
assault victims has taught him a lot about handling people.
“This is not experience that you get from a mentoring
program, from watching it on TV, from bringing everyone
to a table and talking about it,” he said. “This is very
important. These are victim’s lives we’re talking about.

The candidates also debated cyber crime and the treatment
of crime victims. The winner of next month’s general
election replaces current District Attorney Steve Cornwell,

https://wskg.org/news/november-election-now-the-focus-in-broome-da-race/
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who’s leaving office to run for Congress.

This debate can be heard in full on WSKG Saturday
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

RECENT POSTS
After Hot Mic Comment, Tensions
Between PA Prisons Chief And
Prison Staf Flare
HARRISBURG, PA (WSKG) — Longstanding
tensions between Pennsylvania’s Correction
Secretary and the union that represents

prison staff appear to have worsened this week, after a public
hearing over the Corrections Department’s plan to close a prison.A
quiet comment the Secretary John Wetzel made in front of a live
microphone led union leaders to believe the prison closure was a
done deal, despite the DOC’s assurances to the contrary. Wetzel
made the comment to a deputy as he spoke to community
members concerned about a proposal to close the State
Correctional Institution at Retreat, in Luzerne County.

Wegmans Fans Line Up Early For
Brooklyn Store Opening
ROCHESTER, NY (WXXI) - Hundreds of
people lined up early, in the rain on Sunday
morning as Wegmans opened its first store in
New York City. Wegmans managers helped

lead a cheer among employees at the store in the Brooklyn Navy
Yard, getting them psyched up for the opening of the 101st store of
the Rochester-based chain.
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New York Lawmakers Push To
Provide Free Dental Care For
Veterans
BUFFALO, NY (WBFO) - State Assemblyman
David DiPietro unveiled propsed legislation
Thursday that, if passed, would result in free

dental coverage for all military veterans living in New York State.
DiPietro's bill would set aside an initial $5 million to create dental
insurance which would help veterans with coverage not
reimbursed by the federal Department of Veterans Affairs.

Abrupt Reversal By Campaign
Finance Commission Leaves
Supporters Wondering
ALBANY, NY (WSKG) - A commission
formed to create a public campaign financing
system for New York elections reversed

course this week, during a vote on how to structure a matching
donor system. Advocates of a public system say the decision makes
it more likely that the ultimate plan will result in a system that no
candidate will ever use, and they believe that Governor Andrew
Cuomo and the Democratic- led State Assembly are behind the
change.

Early Voting Available At Two
Tompkins County Locations
ITHACA, NY (WSKG) - Early voting in New
York State begins this Saturday continues
through November 3rd.  In Tompkins
County, Board of Elections commissioner

Stephen DeWitt advised early voters to locate their polling places
before hitting the road.  He says early voting might not be
available at their traditional election day locations. The state
allowed each county to choose the number and locations of early
voting venues.  In Tompkins County, there are two locations for
early voting and their hours vary.

https://wskg.org/news/new-york-lawmakers-push-to-provide-free-dental-care-for-veterans/
https://wskg.org/news/abrupt-reversal-by-campaign-finance-commission-leaves-supporters-wondering/
https://wskg.org/news/early-voting-available-at-two-tompkins-county-locations/
https://wskg.org/news/new-york-lawmakers-push-to-provide-free-dental-care-for-veterans/
https://wskg.org/news/new-york-lawmakers-push-to-provide-free-dental-care-for-veterans/
https://wskg.org/news/new-york-lawmakers-push-to-provide-free-dental-care-for-veterans/
https://wskg.org/news/abrupt-reversal-by-campaign-finance-commission-leaves-supporters-wondering/
https://wskg.org/news/abrupt-reversal-by-campaign-finance-commission-leaves-supporters-wondering/
https://wskg.org/news/abrupt-reversal-by-campaign-finance-commission-leaves-supporters-wondering/
https://wskg.org/news/early-voting-available-at-two-tompkins-county-locations/
https://wskg.org/news/early-voting-available-at-two-tompkins-county-locations/


Broome DA Debate Hits On Addiction, Police Body Cameras And Experience | WSKG

https://wskg.org/news/broome-da-debate-hits-on-addiction-police-body-cameras-and-experience/[10/28/2019 8:15:18 AM]

ABOUT WSKG

WSKG connects you to
local and global news
and the arts online, on
the radio, and on TV.
NPR and PBS affiliate.

CONTACT US

email:
WSKGcomment@wskg.org

phone: 607.729.0100

address: 601 Gates
Road, Vestal, NY 13850

DONATE

Pay an underwriting
invoice

ARTS
EDUCATION
SCIENCE
NEWS
RADIO
SCHEDULE
TV

ABOUT
WSKG STAFF
CONTACT US
JOBS
PUBLIC REPORTS
& POLICIES
EQUAL
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY
(EEO)
PROTECT MY
PUBLIC MEDIA

FCC PUBLIC FILES
WSKG-FM

WSQX-FM

WSQG-FM

WSQE

WSQA

WSQC-FM

WSQN

WSKG-TV

WSKA

Disabled and need assistance

with the online FCC public

file?

Contact Gregory Keeler

WSKG

601 Gates Road

Vestal, New York 13850

607-729-0100

gkeeler@wskg.org

p

h

i

t

g

STAY CONNECTED

Like Us on
Facebook

Follow Us on
Twitter

Follow Us on
YouTube

Follow Us on
Instagram

Subscribe via
RSS

© Copyright 2019, WSKG
Built with the Largo WordPress Theme from the Institute for Nonprofit News.

p h i t g

mailto:wskgcomment@wskg.org?subject=msg from WSKG.org footer
http://wskg.org/donate
http://wskg.org/payments
http://wskg.org/payments
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.americanpublicmedia.org/
http://www.pbs.org/
https://wskg.org/category/arts/
https://wskg.org/category/education/
https://wskg.org/category/science/
https://wskg.org/category/news/
https://wskg.org/category/radio/
https://wskg.org/schedule/
https://wskg.org/category/tv/
https://wskg.org/about-us/
https://wskg.org/about/staff-directory/
https://wskg.org/about-us/contact-us/
https://wskg.org/about-us/jobs-internships/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/equal-employment-opportunity-eeo/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/equal-employment-opportunity-eeo/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/equal-employment-opportunity-eeo/
https://wskg.org/about-us/public-reports-policies/equal-employment-opportunity-eeo/
https://protectmypublicmedia.org/
https://protectmypublicmedia.org/
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wskg-fm
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqx-fm
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqg-fm
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqe
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqa
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqc-fm
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wsqn
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wskg-tv
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/fm-profile/wska
https://www.facebook.com/WSKGPublicBroadcasting/
https://twitter.com/WSKG
https://www.youtube.com/user/wskg
https://www.instagram.com/wskgpubmedia/
https://wskg.org/feed/
https://www.facebook.com/WSKGPublicBroadcasting/
https://twitter.com/WSKG
https://www.youtube.com/user/wskg
https://www.instagram.com/wskgpubmedia/
https://wskg.org/feed/
https://www.facebook.com/WSKGPublicBroadcasting/
https://www.facebook.com/WSKGPublicBroadcasting/
https://twitter.com/WSKG
https://twitter.com/WSKG
https://www.youtube.com/user/wskg
https://www.youtube.com/user/wskg
https://www.instagram.com/wskgpubmedia/
https://www.instagram.com/wskgpubmedia/
https://wskg.org/feed/
https://wskg.org/feed/
http://largoproject.org/
http://inn.org/


Broome DA Debate Hits On Addiction, Police Body Cameras And Experience | WSKG

https://wskg.org/news/broome-da-debate-hits-on-addiction-police-body-cameras-and-experience/[10/28/2019 8:15:18 AM]


	wskg.org
	Broome DA Debate Hits On Addiction, Police Body Cameras And Experience | WSKG


	FtZXJhcy1hbmQtZXhwZXJpZW5jZS8A: 
	button0: 
	button0_(1): 

	FtZXJhcy1hbmQtZXhwZXJpZW5jZS8A: 
	form1: 
	button2: 
	s: Search




